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ABSTRACT

This study iz aimed to investigote the students” difficulties in using personal pronouns in writing recount
text at grade eight of SMP Negeri B Pematangsiantar”, In this research, the problem s as follows; "What
are the students’ difficulties in using personal pronouns in weiting recount text of grade elght of SMP
Negeri 8 Pematangsiantar?. The objective is to [find out the students” difficulties in using personal
pronouns at grade eight of SMP Negeri 8 Pematangsintar, To answer the problem above, the researcher
intends to use the theories of Colling (Z014) Siohaan (2007), Derewinka (1990), William (2005), Frank
(1972). The methodology used in thiv research is the Qualitative research, Subject this research is grode
Eight of SMP Negeri & Pematangsiantar. The data collected hy observation, After analyvzing the data, the
researchers found that there were three kinds of students” difffculties fn using personal pronouns in writing
text, nomely: Personal pronoun as subject (34%), personal pronouns os obfect (24%), and personol
pronoun as possessive adfective (42%). It can be concluded that the students” at grade ejght of SMP Negeri
& Pematangsiantar still hove difficulties in using personal propouns when they write a recount text hased
an their experience, The researchers suggest the students’ showld memaorize the kinds of personal pronouns
50 they can use it well
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1. Introduction

Language is a system of communication used by parcular country of commumily. According o
Fernander andHelen (200 1:6) as cited in Pasaribo, Herman and Hutahaenn (20200120, language i primary
communication system for humon beings, but it snot the only way 0 communicate, so language cun be
distinguished from communication ingeneral. Based on the explanstion above it can be concluded thut
langunge is 8 commmunication tool that is always used by humons. Because of that language bas an important
role for human life, by using language, people can express their ideas. emotion, thought, and so on (o others,

Many lunguages used in the world such as Mandonn, Japan, English, Spain, Indonesia and etc, But
English is sn intermational language that use i all of the country, S0 English is o global lingusge that many
poople used it as their fir or second langoage. In Indonesia, English a foreign linguage. Although in
Indonesia English is sot a second language, but the government considering English is important. then English
made imfo ope of the subjects included in ithe curriculum. English cover four language skills; listening,
speaking, reading, and writing,

According to Sapkota (200 2:70), “writing is an activity of putting down the graphic symbaols which has o
function to presemt a language in order (0 convey some meaning so that the reader can grasp the information
which the writer has tried 10 convey™. In addition, Brown (2001:336) ssates, “writing is a process of thinking”,
This idea is supported by Nunan (2003:%8), which also explains that “writing is the process of thinking to
mvent ideas, thinking about bow o express ideas into good writing, and armanging the ideas into statement and
parmgraph clearly”. Based on the stiements above, the researcher concludes that writing is o process o
express ideas or thought in words and text form that give information for people. Writing s also the process of
arranging word, letter, sentence and paragraphs, structures and some others related to one another. That's why
writing is considerate to be the most difficult skilks that learmt in English.

The statement is in line to Richard and Renandva’s staternent (2002:303) they stated that, “writing is the
most difficult skill for foreign lengusge learner 1o master”. Writing is a complex activity because it needs
many aspects 10 be mastered such as vocabulary, grammar, and ideas. Those aspect are still a problem that
oceurs in reality, Problem like that are also depicted in researcher’s experience in teaching practice, There
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were many problems found in the studemts when writing a text such as student were not able to use persomsl
pronouns in writing, did not know the kinds of personal pronouns, and stll made mistakes in using that.

The problem in writing 5 not just in using persomal pronouns. (iher problems fiuced by the students in
writings include poor vocabulary, misspelled words, punctustion. grammatical problem, mechanical problem
and sentence structure problem.

For example;

Mina wants 10 buy 4 doll to his boyfriend, because he loves her very much,

After analyzing the example, the students still have difficulties in using personal pronouns in sentence, The
example of sentence above is wrong,
The correct example is :
Nima wants 10 buy a doll w ber boyiriend, because she loves him very much.

Based on the explanstion above, the researcher is inlerested o condect o nesearch entithed “Students’
Difficulties in Using Personal Pronouns in Writing Recount Text ot Grade Eight of SMP Negeri 8
Pematangsiantar”,

1.1, Definition of Wriling

Writing 15 one of basic language skills that is important (o be learned in leaming language. According o
Allen (2003:9), “Writing is an activity which can seriously damage your health. It can consume huge amount
of time and energy. and it can lead 1o frestrmtion, mge, and bitterness.” In writing, the organization of ideas is
very important. When we talk about writing, we often think abomt elements like word choice, grammar and
content af evidence. The clear logical organization is one important pan of effective writing. So it means that
writing should communicate something clearly, precisely and unambiguowsly, so that the readers can
eomprehend the writer of what is being written about.

Writing i= the skill of a wriler to communicate information (0 & reader of group of readers (Siahaan,
2008), Consequently, we need practice to write paper or essay a lol for drilling our skill in writing because
writing is a differem from other skills with a good skill, we can create interesting scientific work. In other
hand, we can prevent the reader from misunderstanding of our wriling use Comecl gramimir.

Writing is very difficult from other skills because we peed full concentrate to chocse interesting topic and
write with correct grammar. This difficulty is m omly generating and organizing idea. but also in ranslating
these weas into readable text. That 15 way writing becomes the last language skill 1o be tavght after histemng,
speaking, and reading skill.iRosa, 2004:79), 1t means that writing has different difficulty level with other skills
because writing need systematic sequence of sentences and skill wanslate well, In practicing. teacher have to
meike intercsting media w0 engage their students because writing have some method to become good
paragraph, In a fact, students in Indonesia felt confuse to translate between Indonesia to English and
contrarily, Thus, wniting is a set of paragraphs that consists noun, verb, adjective, phrose, eic. If the
components bacame one onit, they would be good paragraph and made the reader bring o in the story, Based
on Rosa (2014:79), Writing is process of exploring the writer’s thoughts to manifest the graphological and
erammeticsl system of language by using visual medium in the form of senlences,

From defimtions by expents, we can conclude if writing is a part of skill in English learning sctivities and
has a differemt chamscierisic among them. Moreover, writing composed of sentences that have a important
mening for the reader. Besides, writing also need organizing slea w0 shiare the information for the resder. Not
only organizing ides but also writing show grophological and grammatical system language it means that the
writer has a characterisisc o share their wea in wrting. Therelore, the writer make the reader easy
understanding the content from paragraph and the purpose of the text was made by the writer. Consequemtly,
the writer should resemble their scientific work with correct grammar and systematic sentences. However, we
should know the process of wrting. In this way, we can make a good paragraph with sentences sequences
systenatically, Therefore, the process of writing would explained in next point.

1.2, The Process of Writing

Writing has five pmeess 10 become good paragraph, Therefore, the writer should follow steps of writing
that become provision in writing. The elements are prewriting, outlining, Drafting, revising, and editing,
1} Prewriting

Prewriting is a technigue in writing that use general topic o the collecting idea from the wrnter. The
purpose from this strategies are we can imagine what the topic that would be write and we can also make a

Scientia: Jurnal Hasil Penelitian, Vol. 5, No. 1 {2020] | 30




Stisdents’ Dillicwlties in Using Personal Pronoans i Writing Recount Test

draft from our ides. According to MeLean(2012:381), gr:wmug is the stage of the writing process during
which you transfer your abstrmct thoughts into more concrete ideas m ink on paper. It means that, prowriting is
a topic idea that would be basic to write information and it's still abstmct. After that, the writer can organize
their idea on the paper as a draft or outline. [n prewriting also has four strategies that can help the writer. There
are choosing topic, using experience and observation, resding. and free writing.
al  Choosing Topic

Chonsing wopic is@ strmiegy when the writer decided what the theme that would be write. Mclean
(200 2:381) stated that the first imponant step s for you 1o tell yourself why you are writing (to inform, 1o
explain, or some other purpose) and for whom you are wnting. It means that, the writer have to know the
reason why he want too write, Then, they choose the topic before the writer began to write. Moreover, the
writer can make o plan about the scientific work that would be made by the writer,

b)  Using Experience und Observation

Using expertence and observation can become the alternative way for the writer to begin their writing.
Muoreover, the writer can use their experience during their life s o unigue topic and help them w more easy in
writing. Besides. the purpose of observation is w guide the writer choose interesting topic based their
experence that has been happened,

¢}  Reading

Reading is a strategy in prewriting where the writer search references to support their scientific work,
Moreover, the purpose of reading in this strategy s to support their idea or topic that have been chosen by the
writer, Therefore, reading can make the topic of writing has a progress 1o become systematic paragraph,

di  Free Wrniting
Free writing is a technique where the writer write anyvthing hased on they wamed and their mind. This
technigue can help worried feeling by the writer about correct grammar and mistake meaning.

2} Outlining

Alter prewriting technique has done, the writer have to make o outline before they began therr scientific
work. Moreover, outlining is a process where the writer to write keyword that would be object of scientific
work. The purpose of the technique is helps the writer 1o write systematic paragraph and focus in a wopic that
have been chosen by the writer, Moreover, the writer just write the point of the topic.,

3 Drafting

Dirafting is a process where the writer completes their paragraph or essay with new idea. The purpose this
strategy to help the reader ensy understand the information. Besides, in drafting process the writer began first
writing with imroduction, body paragraph. and conclusion.

4y Revising and Editing

Revising and editing is important process in writing where the writer would be checked their scientific
work. In this step, the writer read again the topic of scientific work and match with content of sentences that
written by the writer. Besides, the writer ry io edit their work if there are error mistake like prammear and
revise to become correct grammar.

1.3, Recouni Text

According w Rosvadi (2001), recount is o piece of text that retells past events, usoally in the order in
which they happened. The purpese of a recount test is to give the audience a description of what happened and
when it happened. Recounts are used (o relate experiences or retell events for the purpose of informing,
entertaining or reflecting. Based on Knapp and Watkins (2005: 224), recount text basically it is written out 1o
ke a report about an experience of a series of related event. A recount 15 writtén out (o inform an evenl or 1o
enlertisin people,

Recount text is fext function as for telling an incident in the past. Recount is to tell “whai happened™. A
recount text has o social function. The purpose of a social function is o retell an event with a purpose o
inform or entertain the readers. (Siahaan and Shinoda, 2008:9), Recount tells a series of evenl and evaluates
their significance in some ways, I is also to give audience a descriptions of what occurred and when it
oceurred. The story recount has expressions of attitude and feeling, usually made by narmtor about the events.
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A recount text has o social function. Recount tells what happened. The purpose of o social recount 1s to
document o series of events and ¢valuate their significance in some way. It s also o give the audience o
descriptions of what occurred and when it oocurred. The purpose of recount is to tell o sequence of events so
that it entertwins. The recount hos expressions of atimde and feeling, wsually made by narmator about the
cvenis.

1.4, Diffieulties in Writing English

Like all leaming problems, difficulties in writing ¢an be devastating o a student’s education, Heaton
{1975) stated that writing skill i complex and sometimes it is difficult to teach, Requiring mastery are nof
only of grammatical and rhetorical devices but also of concepiual and judgmental elemems, As students’
progress, they are increasingly expected to express what they know about many different subjects through
writing. I & student fmils 1o develop certain basic skills, he will be unable 1o write with the speed and fluency
required 1o excel as these demands increase. Indeed, for o student’s strugpling with a writing problem, the
writing process itsell interferes with learning. Students faced with such difficull odds have trouble staying
motivaied.

The basic point than makes writing difficull is the use of language aspect or ability in written likes
punctuation, spelling, grammatical, vocabulary and so on. According to Jordan (1997), writing s often
confusing with the process of putting words down on paper in the same structure as an outline prepared with
appropriate style and vocabulary the major ideas amanged in some often on the correction of mechanical and
grammatical errors. Brme( 19%8) divided the problems that make writing difficult into three categories. The
first is Linguistic Difficulty, Linguistics aspect like grammar, vocabutary, language use and choice of sentence
in writing must have fully monitoring, The second is Physiology Difficulty, which more focuses on the
writer's difficulty because there aren’t direct interaction and feedback from the render when they are writing.
This diffsculty more focuses on difficulty in develop written material or content of compoesition, The third is
cognitive difficulty. Writing has to be thought through formal instruction like spelling, punctuation,
capitulization and paragraphing.

1.5, Writing and (G rammar

Learning writing is fun. Students can write anything that they wanl, The students can have fling in ther
writing. Linse (2006:98) stated writing s muliifaceted, it is only logical that it evokes different images. It
means that every student can have different ideas in their writing because they have different experiences.
Moreover, based on Sokolik (2003) in Linse (2006:98) writing is & combination of process and product,

The process is concerning about the act of collecting ideas and working with them until they are
presentedd in manner. The concept that writing that is a process is very useful, Olson (2003) in Linse (2006:98),
It can besay that the process of writing is important because the students should combine their ima gination and
sentences in the process. Writing is applving an idea or o concept which written that has 4 meaning or sense,
Writing needs process-steps in producing o good gquality of writing,.

There are some processes in producing o good writing, Linse (2006:101 jstated the process begins by
thinking about whit = going to be written and collecting ideas both formally and informally, The last step is
publishing. The real definition of publish s writing the ideas in a piece of paper so that the writing can be
shared with others. Writing is not only written some ideas in written language, but there are also some steps
that followed 1o create a pood writing.

Writing needs grammar, William (2005:2) stated that grvmmar is the formal study of the strocture of a
lamgunge and describes how words it together in meaningful constructions. The process of writing needs
grammar 45 the final process to arganize the language structure and combine with other words to make
sentences comectly, Gmmmar s about rules of language exploring structures. The rules are correct or
imcomrect, hut are judge more on bow well they are able to reflect actal stindard English usage. (Alsapoft,
HHOE:2).

Moreover, leaming grammar is very important. Alsagoff (2008:5) argues, pedagogical grmmmars often try
o simplify thing (o make the language system easier for learners 1o understand. In short, using grammar in
writing 15 very .useful because the language can be ensier o understand with the correct structure. Grammir
has three schools of knowledge, They are traditiomal, formal, and functional grammar, Gerot and Wignell
(19094:5) stated traditional grammar aims 1o describe the grammar of stasdard English by comparing it with
Latin and it focuses an rules for producing comrect sentences.

Formal grammar is about describing the structure of individual sentences. Moreover, Gerot and Wignell
{1994:6) also argoe that functional grammars view |anguage 0s o resoorce for moking meaning. These
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gramrmers attermnpt o describe language in actusl use and so focus on texts and their contexts. Traditional and
formal grommars discuss how the sentences are structured whereas functional grammir (5 about how the
meanimg of the texts is realized,

2. Method of Research

In this research, researchers used qualitative descriptive method, Thus, the researchers investigated about
difficulties in using personal pronouns made by students in writing recount text, Creswell (200 1:4) as cited in
Pasaribu, Herman and Hutahsean (2020015) stated that gqualitative research s a research for exploring and
understand the meaning individuils or groups a scribe o social or human problem. It means qualitative is a
research design where the researcher presenting the data with using description, Moreover, the purpose of
qualitative is 1o help the researcher found the solution of the phenomenon happencd in society with doing
imvestigation to the object rescarch. According o Ritchie snd Lewis (2003), “qualitative method 5 method
that wsed o get information about social phenomena”, Principally, deseriptive qualitnive research s used o
revedl the condition of the phenomena as ¢leardy as possible without any treatment.  From explanation above
we could conclude if the researcher who used quolitative research. they should be objeciive to give opinion in
their research. Moreover: the researchers should be consistent o give opinion because the result of gualittive
15 skalic.

2.1. Subject of Research

The subject of this rescarch is students” at grade eight of SMP Negeri § Pematangsiantar, There are nine
classes at eight grade and 252 students, But, for this research the rescarcher only uses one class namely VIII-8
with 28 students,

2.2, Ohject of Research
The ohject of this research is students’ writing recount text abost an experience which containing
persoml progouns.

2.3, Instrument of Data Collection
A, Tet

According to Ary. Jacobs, and Sorensen (2000:201 ), a test 15 o set of stimuli presented to an mdividual in
order 1o elicit responses on the basis of which a numerical score can be assigned. The test is making recount
text about an experience which contaming personal pronons,

B. Validity

According to Coben, Manion, and Morinson (2005:105). validity s an important key to effective
research. [T a piece of research is invalid then it s worthless. The researcher use content validity. Content
validity s used o compare content of the test to the domain being measured. Content validiy just focused on
how well the items represent the intended urea

. Media
There are some media that researcher using in this research;

a2} Handphone, the researcher using handphone in this research 1o takes o piaure as the research
documentation,

by The other documents os the instrument af the research are the paper test that collect during the rescarch,

24, Technigue of Data Collection

This research will be describing what the students’ difficultics in using personal pronouns in writing
recound fext. Auviomatically, the researcher will give them a test of personal pronouns. Before giving a test, the
rescarcher will give some meterials like reviewing about recount text. It will stan with what recount text were,
what is geperic structure were, |lamguage features of recount text, Hope, the smdents can understamd the
muateruil after the researcher reviewed the materials, The researcher will come to the school i advance before
giving the materials in order io ask some questions for an English teacher about the students. [ can give some
information, so the researcher can decide whiat kinds of a test which would be given to the students,

For giving the materials, the researcher will come (o class without the teacher. The researcher reviewed
all the materials of recount text. Starting with explaining what recount fext are in order o give building
knowledge for them. Then. the researcher mentioned what is generic structune of recount text. It can enrich the

Scientia: Jurnal Hasil Penelitian, Vol 5, No. 1 (2020] | 33




Stisdents’ Dillicwlties in Using Personal Pronoans i Writing Recount Test

students’ knowledge. Next, the resenrcher will explain the language features that consist in recount text but
focus in wsang personal pronouns, Then, the researcher will give the real examples in using personal pronouns.
For example: [ go to school with my friends.

After giving the materials, the resenrcher will give the students a test. The test is writing a recount text.
writing @ recount lext about an experience which containing personal pronouns. The last, the rescarchers

analyzed the data,

1.5, Technigue of Data Analysis
The data were analyzed in the following steps;

1) Reading the students” writing recount et

21 Paving attention o the use of personal pronouns made by studenis,

3y Cloassifving personal pronouns made by students.

4)  Checking the students” answer.

5 Gaving the score.

6 ldentifving the data based on the students” answer.

Ty Looking for students’ difficulties in personal pronouns based on the data.

E)  Concluding the result whether the students hove mastered in using perscnal pronouns or ool based on
writing recount text.

2.6. Triangulation

In qualitative research, the researcher will reveal the data as the real life of the subject. This qualitative
research used some methodologies, To make the dat valid, riangulation was emploved, According 1o
Crezwell (2010) explained that, mianguiation is the process of justifying evidence from different individuals,
type of data, or methods of data collection. In this case, the aim of triangulation is 1o determing the troth about
some social phenomenon, rather the purpose of wiangulation s W increase one’s understanding of whatever is
being investigated. The researcher uses the theory of personal pronouns by Frank (1972019} that show there
are five types of personal pronons,

3. Result

From the data has been amalyzed in the previous point, the researcher found that the kind of students”
difficulties in wsing personal pronoun in writing recount text at grude eight of SMP Negeri 8 Pematangsiantar
i class YII-8 covered Pemsonal pronoun as subject, Personal pronoun as object, amd Personal pronoun as
possessive adjective.

The difficulties of personal pronoun as subject happened when stedents make a sentence that contwin two
siibpect, the students think thit subjpect one and subject two can ol stamd with the same word. The difficulies
of personal pronoun as object happened when students make the repetition of object in sentence. The students
sometimes forget W put kinds of persomal pronoun as object. The researcher assumed that the studems often
feel confuse o choose or fo use the word to be the right object of pronoun. The difficulties of possessive
adjective also happencd because the students misplace kinds of possessive adjective and they do not know that
possessive adjective are used 1o show possession or ownership of something, they are always located directly
befare the noun,

The dominunt difficultics in using personal pronouns can we see on the wble below

Table 1. Percentage kinds of difficaliies

. __Kind of Difficultles Frequency Percentage
[EFHJ:IIHIIFH'UI'I.IJI.IH as% 5ul:|jt::ll I] 4%
personal pronoun as ohject 15 24%
personal pronoun us possessive adjective 26 A%

Scientia: Jurnal Hasil Penelitian, Vol 5, No. 1 (2020] | 34




Stisdents’ Dillicwlties in Using Personal Pronoans i Writing Recount Test

45%

&
SN

35% P
304 1
25% ”::;
0% 1T
15% .-"‘"f B percentage
10% f -
5% e
0% /
personal personal personal
Prongun as pronoun as pronoun as
subfect object pOssessive
adjective

Chart 1. The percentage of students” difficulties

Table above shows that the deminam kinds of swdents” difficulties in using personal pronouns in writing
recoumn texi is personal pronoun as possessive adpective are 42%, the second dominant is personal pronoun as
subject wre 34% and the third dominant is personal pronoun as ohject are 24%,

4.  Discission

Bazed on the finding above, the rescarchers would like to discuss about the resulis found i this research
to the previeus research done before by Rina Reflia Nursi (2004) in her research entitled “The Swudents’
Ability in Using Personal Pronouns in Marrative Paragraph at Second Year of SMA N 1 Duri™. The research
his reported that the stodents abality in using personal pronouns i narmative paragraph s good categorized
(76,16%), the researcher just took [5% of 319 students as sample. It was 48squdents, Second, there are two
fwctors that influence the studemts” ability in using personal promouns in narrative parsgraph, they are: internal
foctor and external factor. The similarities of both research is use the same method that i qualitative research,
use the perceniage to show the data and ask the studentz” (o wrile a texi for collecting the data, And the
differences of both resenrch is first researcher do not do the imterview for student meanwhile the  second
researcher do the interview for students, the first researcher also conducting a research in Junior High Schoal
and the second researcher conduct the reseanch in Senior High Schoaol.

5 Conclusion

Based on rescarch finding and discussion of students in using and applying personal profouns in writing
recount text al grade eight of SMP Neperi 8 Pematangsiontar in academic vear of 20192020, the researchers
depicted that there are three difficulties in using personal pronouns in writing recount text, They are personal
pronoun as suhjn;'t_ persomal pronoun as object and personal pronoun as [!?k'iin{:.‘i!i‘i'l.'l: adjective, From all data,
the researchers conclude the dominant difficulties in using personal pronoun i writing recount fext. The first
dominant i personal pronoun as possessive adjective are 42%  the second dominant is personal pronoun as
subject are 4% and the third domingnt is personal pronoun s object are 24%, Then the researcher also can
describes some conclusions from 28 stories that are written by the students st grade eight of SMP MNegeri 8§
Pematangsiantar that is some of studemts at grade cight of SMP Negeri § Pematangsiantar do not know well
Bowe 1o write a pamgraph into recount text. They stll find some problems in making the grammatical sentence,
problems in using tenses. and find some problems in using the appropriate words.
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